Our own experience is, that after intense application to a subject, the mind becomes weary and confused. The subject has then, from sheer inability to proceed successfully with it, to be laid aside. Now, it seems that, in the course of study, impressions had been made on the retaining portion of the mind; but the thinking or working portion being wearied, could not, without difficulty, attend to these impressions. To the jaded musician the finest music ceases to be a witchery of sweet sounds. When, however, after the mind had recovered its fatigue, the subject was resumed, the power to attend to the impressions which have been alluded to was at its height.
It is also to be borne in mind, that any subject which we happen to study is composed of parts among which difference and resemblance obtain in an inverse ratio. 
